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TIGER MIGRATION REPORT 

New Nagzira Tigress T6 (Kaani) migrates to Navegaon Wildlife Sanctuary  

Distance travelled – 69.2 km 

This report is to brief about the recent movement of tigers in Nagzira-

Navegaon Tiger Reserve [NNTR]. A tigress named ‘Alpha’ delivered probably her 

third litter in 2012-13 in New Nagzira wildlife sanctuary of NNTR. The litter 

comprised of three siblings out of which 1 was male & 2 females. The first 

evidence (pugmarks) of cubs was found in the month of January 2013 so it 

expected that she must have delivered in October-November 2012. The cubs 

were sighted for the first time at ‘Gaikhuri’ of New Nagzira on 1st May 2013. 

Also, the movement of cubs along with their mother was mainly found at 

‘Gaikhuri’ itself and ‘Bandarzara’. 

           

T6 photos where she was born 

A female cub (later named as T6) was found to be the boldest and was 

quite prominently noted by her size being the smallest among the three of 

them. At about a year old, T6 was significantly seen with an abnormally smaller 
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right eye. This could have been an outcome of any fight or accident due to 

which she was famous with the name of ‘Kaani’.  

Compare the photos (look at the right eye) 

      

T6 at the age of 6 months     T6 at the age of 1 ½ year 

Primarily the movement of T6 with her family basically comprised at the 

entire area of New Nagzira wildlife sanctuary. As the cubs were 14-15 months 

old the family was reported in the adjoining Koka wildlife sanctuary as well in 

the month of March 2014. T6 was also seen roaming on the Koka-Chandrapur 

state highway in broad day light, this time quite far from her entire family on 

2nd August 2014. She was frequently observed tracing the edges of Koka wildlife 

sanctuary. It can be understood she was trying for her separate territory. 
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T6 with her siblings T4 & T5 

 

At the age of 5 months    At the age of 14 months 

 

            Our group monitored the movement whenever T6 was learned to be on 

the periphery of forest and was duly reported to the wildlife office. As the rainy 

season faded she was observed to be moving to the edges again. She then 

moved to the North of Nagzira and was reported in the adjoining forest of 

village Mangezari, Govindtola & Junewani which is an already recognized 

corridor for dispersal towards Kanha-Pench corridor.  

 

T6 Pug marks were found during monitoring while she was in migration 
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There happened to be some cattle kills reported in this area from 21st 

October to 4th November. Subsequently, T6 was reported in camera traps in the 

compartment no- 92 of Nagzira wildlife sanctuary on 21st November 2014. This 

gravely led to draw our attention towards T6 as it was the first time she was 

noted to have travelled the longest till then.  

         

Cattle kill by T6 

Her movement was then observed to be leading to the east of Nagzira 

towards the village ‘Murdoli’ on the state highway as she was later seen by the 

locals crossing the state highway late night on 23rd November 2014. We 

updated about the prevailing tiger movement to RFO ‘Goregaon (regular), RO 

‘Jambhdi’ (regular) & RFO Jambhdi (FDCM) and also the further expected 

movement was informed. T6 then passed the ‘Chulbandh’ dam and went on 

towards the village ‘Jambhdi’. After passing the forest area adjoining ‘Jambhdi’ 

her pugmarks were traced in the nallah of ‘Umarzari’ dam.  



5 
 

sawanbahekar111@gmail.com 

 

T6 crossed NH 6 and many state highway during migration 

Later T6 was sighted directly by our group members on the ‘Salaitola’ 

road on 26th November 2014. She then moved eastward as the further portion 

on her trajectory was fragmented to ‘Ghisamari’ which is the center and the 

richest portion of the entire Nagzira-Navegaon (Jambhdi-Umarzari) corridor. 

Tiger scat was collected in this area after few days. Further she continued south 

towards the village ‘Putdi’. In the meanwhile, the recent movement of tiger and 

also the expected movement towards the Navegaon wildlife sanctuary were 

updated to the Deputy Director NNTR. Continuing towards the Ghat section T6 

crossed the National Highway 6 / AH 46 which was seen by some locals of 

‘Deori’. 

Later, as the tiger movement was observed in the Navegaon wildlife 

sanctuary, the forest officials installed camera traps and the tiger was captured 

in photograph on 3rd December 2014. The photograph was then compared with 

the available records by the officers and it was affirmed that the tigress T6 

(Kaani), a resident dweller of New Nagzira wildlife sanctuary had migrated to 

the Navegaon wildlife sanctuary.  
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Migration of Tigress T6 (Kaani) from New Nagzira to Navegaon Wildlife 
Sanctuary – Distance travelled 69.2 km 

 

            It is to be noted significantly that only if T6 stays in the current forest 

area for 1-2 months or comes in contact with the recently found male in the 

Navegaon national park that she can be called to be a resident of this forest. If 

it fails she can be expected to move further and carry on her trajectory. In this 
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case, she may lead further towards the available corridors which are i) 

Rajnandgaon (Chattisgarh) – East, ii) Gadhchiroli – South iii) Brahmapuri-Tadoba 

– West. For this reason, there comes a strong need of monitoring T6 with 

experts in the best possible ways. 

           Following the entire trajectory of T6 it is observed that the tigress could 

have settled in the ‘Jambhdi-Umarzari-Alebedar’ block as it offers a sufficient 

area.  

The primary reasons why this was probably not possible for her may be-   

i) Low prey base - 

Distribution of wild animals: 

A total area of ~ 280 km2 was sampled with a total sampling effort of ~ 

400 km in the dry months of 2011. The detection of signs was affected by the 

nature of ground cover and the estimates of were corrected for this. The 

occupancy estimates were highest for four-horned antelope followed by wild 

pig and nilgai. The estimates were lowest for gaur and sambar. 

Species Occupancy Std. error 

Nilgai 0.5095 0.0258 

Four-horned antelope 0.6321 0.0001 

Chital 0.4171 0.0328 

Gaur 0.3780 0.0429 

Sambar 0.3017 0.0442 

Wild boar 0.570 0.0738 
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ii) Human settlements & grazing pressure  

The overall results of the socio-economic survey show the causes of the 

anthropogenic disturbance. A vast majority (82%) own livestock which are 

majorly dependant (79%) on the forests as a source of fodder (grasses). An 

overwhelming majority (92%) are dependent on firewood extracted from the 

forests. About half (54%) of the households are dependent on the forests for 

their timber requirements. Among non-timber forest produce, the major 

dependence is on tendu (60%) and mahua (58%). Fires are set by people to 

clear the undergrowth and leaf litter. Reports of forest fires are highest in the 

tendu leaf collection season. 

iii) Maximum portion of the forest is under FDCM which practices 100% & 

monoculture plantation. 
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After T6 there lies a strong concern for her remaining siblings i.e. T4 & 

T5. The major problem prevailing at this moment in the Nagzira & New 

Nagzira landscape is the male-female ratio among the tigers since the 

remaining tigers are of the same gene pool. Hence there is a strong need of 

radio-coloring T4 & T5 for better monitoring and the required study.  

From 2002 we have observed that about 15-20 juvenile tiger cubs have 

vanished from the Nagzira wildlife sanctuary itself. We have been informing 

about this to the concerning authorities based on the records we have. Among 

this, we have efficiently monitored two successful migration of tigers briefed 

below of which detailed report had been submitted to the officers. 

 ‘Ayaat’ – The previous litter of the tigress ‘Alpha’ born in 2010-11 which 

migrated from New Nagzira wildlife sanctuary to the forest area of 

Waraseoni, Balaghat District (M.P.) which further connects to the Kanha-

Pench corridor in January-February 2013.  
 

 
 

 ‘Jai’ – A cub of the legendary tigress ‘Maai’ (T2) born in 2010-11 which 

migrated from Nagzira wildlife sanctuary to the Umred-Karhandla wildlife 

sanctuary, Nagpur District (M.S.) in September-October 2013. 
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 ‘Prince’ – A cub of the tigress T2 born in 2009 which migrated from 

Nagzira wildlife sanctuary to Pench National park (M.P.) which was 

confirmed by the forest department in 2014. 
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